
St Joseph Parish Pastoral Council 
Monday, June 16, 2014 

Present were: Fr. Kevin Russeau (Pastor),  Amy Barrett (Chair), Fr. Brian Ching, Greg Lorch, Bruce Jones, Janel 
Charlton, Chris Slott, Mark Stanish, Joe Larson, Ed Jordanich, Emmeline D’Agostino, Pat Richter, Nancy Horvath, 
Trish Maher, Steve Matz, and Mary Stepney.  Alicia Fullenkamp and Mandy Kinnucan were absent.  

I. Preliminary Matters 

    A. Opening Prayer: Ed Jordanich opened the meeting with a prayer. 

    B. Minutes: The minutes of the Pastoral Council meeting of May 19, 2014, having been reviewed by members, 
were amended and approved. 

II. Commission Highlights  

Christian Formation – Chris Slott: They had a wrap up session recently and reviewed the past year in 
preparation for the end of year report.   

Community Life – Mandy Kinnucan: While Mandy was not able to be present for the meeting, she emailed us 
to let us know that Second Sunday Socials began this past month (very successful) and that the parish picnic is 
scheduled for August 23rd.   

Liturgy – Joe Larson:  Did not have a meeting since our last Council.  Next meeting is a thank you dinner.   

School Board – Bruce Jones: Last school board meeting was a social gathering/picnic.   

Stewardship – Ed Jordanich: Financial Stewardship will be the next stewardship weekend.  Becky Guhin will 
talk at all the masses.  

While the Stewardship Weekends have been a success and have raised awareness of volunteer opportunities, it 
was suggested that we continue to remind people how they can get involved (turning in a form or calling Becky) in 
between the weekends.   

 Christian Action – Janel Charlton: New commissioners have been added.  Prayer for Justice will be June 
17th.   

III. Pastor Report 

 Campaign update:  A mailer was just sent out to parishioners, school parents, and donors explaining the progress 
on the campaign.  We see regular payment on pledge.  The campaign is in good shape.   

Youth Ministry: Fr. Kevin thanked Katie Ball-Boruff and Fr. Brian for their work with the youth group.  The 
youth worked locally this year and were wonderful representatives of our parish.  The youth saw parts of South 
Bend they might not have been familiar with and grew in appreciation of how close poverty is to each of us.    

 Vocations: Fr. Kevin asked the council for direction in promotion of vocations.  Our recent diocesan survey of our 
students suggested that vocation awareness is an area for growth at St. Joseph.  Bishop Rhoades frequently asks 
others how to promote priestly vocations in our community.  We will have a parishioner enrolled in Old College, 
the Undergraduate Seminary Program for the Congregation of Holy Cross.  What might we do as a parish to 
promote vocations? 

  Many ideas were shared: traveling statue or chalice given to families who pray for seminarians and 
increased vocations;  telling stories about “professional priests” who are not pastors; affirmation of priests presence 



in the school/parish functions; invite seminarians to have more interactions with youth; invite other religious sisters 
to be with us from time to time; more frequent and intention talks to the classrooms at all levels; parishes who pray 
– especially in adoration are blessed with vocations; give bios of seminarians to education and foster prayer.   

Fr. Kevin acknowledged that the vocation to marriage is really a vocation in crisis today.  In addition to promoting 
priestly/religious vocations, much of his prayer centers on the vocation of marriage and family life.  Fr. Kevin 
asked the commission representatives to explore this topic if it fit into their mission.      

 IV. Business 

Meeting times/dates: It was agreed to move meetings to Thursday evenings at 7pm.  It was also agreed to space 
the meetings to about every six weeks.  The meeting schedule for this upcoming year is: August 28, October 2, 
November 20, January 22, March 5, April 16, May 21 and June 25. 

Follow up on discerning where the Holy Spirit is calling St. Joseph Parish: We had an article to read from 
Pope Francis.  The Council also agreed to read Pope Francis Apostolic Exhortation: The Joy of the Gospel 
during the summer and continue prayer.   
 
Some items that were discussed as a fruit of prayer:  

*What can the parish do to support young fathers?  Much of the violence and many problems experienced in 
society result from a lack of fathers in the lives of their children.  

*Could we knock on doors to get to know neighbors better and perhaps help some of them?  Can we find a niche 
that St. Joe Parishioners could be known for (removal of snow, picking up trash – distinctive garb.  

* Can we have a picnic/event where we invite neighbors for a meal?  “We’re from St. Joe’s and we’re your 
neighbor” motivates our service.   

 Varia 

Fr. Kevin thanked Bruce Jones who completes his term with the school board and also his time on the Pastoral 
Council.      

 We concluded with prayer.   

Next meeting:  August 28, 2014, 7:00 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted by Fr. Kevin. 


